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| received a cal from my mather yesterday. 

“Jackie Kennedy died,” she said. 

“I know. It’s sad,” | replied. 

“I cried,” she said. 

That morning at the Tal Bagel shop on 86th Street, | had just finished eating 
my cinnamonlraisin bagel with light cream cheese and grape jelly and my coffee 
with just the right amount of skim milk and | was passing a table when | saw the 
headline on someone's paper. ee Kennedy Onassis dead at age 64.” It 
stopped me in my tracks. The former first lady whose husband died in my home 
state, who lived on my street in New York, even though I had never seen her, who 
hhad been a part of the world as I knew it. Who just was... 

It made sense that mom was upset. She had always admired Jackie. They 
were about the same age. They were raising small children at the same time. In 
the past few months, they both found out that they had cancer at about the 
same time. My mom was pregnant with me when JFK was shot. | know she 
cried then. | was not surprised that she cried now. 

What surprised me was my reply. 

“4 did too,” | said. 

Why? Wos Jackie special to me in some way without me even realizing it? 
When I was growing up | had ohways been a big fan of JFK. I knew that. | 
read books about his presidency. I read “P. T. 109” about his experiences in the 

war, | admired his good looks and his charm and mourned the tragedy of his 
untimely death long ofter the fact. And, | learned lessons from him. When stories 
of his infidelity came out, | learned that our heroes sometimes have feet of clay. 
They have flaws. But it doesn’t diminish the power of their good works. It just 
‘means they are human. As a Zen Buddhist friend of mine once said, “If we 
expect our teachers and heroes to be perfect, maybe we need to reexamine our 
definitions of hero and teacher.” The expectations are within us, not on the 
person we THINK we know. 

In my profession in the comic book world, we write about heroes every day. 
Ones that fly or have mutant powers, or shoot lightning bolts. Heroes of a sort. 
But there are other kinds. Other definitions. 

‘Much has been written about jackie in the last few days. Much speculation 


RENDERINGS 


on WHO she was. What people THOUGHT they KNEW about her. But there 
are things that we can readily see. | believe she was there when a country 
needed her. She was strong. She had a clear idea of who she was and what she 
wanted. She pied up her life after JFK died, and within two weeks moved out 
of the White House to continue her life. She made decisions and she lived by 
them. She raised her children AND she pursued her career AND she loved again. 
She was elected to no public office, was not born into royalty, but people loved 
her and watched her anyway. She did good works for her community and the 
arts and asked nothing in return. She lived her life doing what she wanted and 
apologizing to no one, 

She just was, 

But was she a hero? I don’t know. But, I do think, to use Joseph Campbell's 
phrase, that she followed her “bliss.” Meaning that she chose a path in life. The 
‘one right for her and she took it without hesitation, without looking back. 

For me, it ties in with a recent business trip to Hong Kong. The night was 
sticky as it can only be on Hong Kong island in Spring, and | was meeting friends 
at the Foreign Correspondents Club. More than anything in the world, | wanted a 
glass of orange juice with a dash of cranberry thrown init. Sitting next to me was 
@ man in his 50's probably, past his fifth martini anyway, and he asks me after 
we're introduced: “So, what do you do?” 

Ah, the question that defines you in the mind of SO many people. WHAT do 
YOU do? 


“| edit comic books.” Of course, | said this since ! do. 

“Humph? Edit comic books, And do you really think you are contributing 
anything substantial to the world by doing THAT?” He replied. 

“Yes,” | said, knowing this man was a writer for a newspaper or magazine, 
thinking my profession not as important a caling. “I enjoy what | do, and what | 
do does bring some joy and entertainment to some other people in this world,” | 
said, “I'm proud of that.” 

“Humph” he said and continued to try to undermine my resolve, 

Finally, | said what we all must say in that situation, that he was entitled to his 
opinion. 

2 What it comes down to is that we don’t need people to validate our lives or 
define us by one aspect of it. We should just find our own bliss and follow it 
Your bliss may change from year to year. You may find a new path. But you find 
what you are good at, and you do it. No apologies. 

I believe that’s what Jackie Kennedy did. She never needed us to validate her 
existence. She just lived it. As an example with her own life, she showed us how 
to do it, 


Dear Ms, Witterstaetter, 

To be honest, I'm not a really big comic book fan, Everyone 
who reads this will probably laugh, but until | started reading 
the RAPTOR and RAPTORS ATTACK comic books, | didn’t 
even know who Steve Englehart was. | can see that everyone 
adores him. 

I don’t read JURASSIC PARK comics because Steve 
Englehart put his name on them. Don’t get me wrong, | agree 
with everyone else that he's a really talented writer and a great 
guy. The writing is excellent! But | read the comic books 
because dinosaurs truly fascinate me. I’ve always been a 
dinosaur nut. A few of my friends and a lot of my relatives 
think dinosaurs are stupid and that I'm stupid for liking 
dinosaurs. They think | should do girly things like cooking and 
sewing. Yuck! They make me sick! Just ‘cause I'm a girl it 
doesn't mean I'm supposed to cook and sew. I'm not trying to 
offend the people who like that sort of thing. I'm just not 
interested in doing those things and there's no way I'm gonna 
stop reading the JURASSIC PARK comic books. Also, a certain 
family member of mine says | should get my nose out of my 
comic books and watch soap operas. Barfl!!!! I’m only ten! | 
don’t even understand the plots in those shows! I’m not trying 
to offend anyone who likes to watch soap operas, it’s just that | 
don't like to watch them. | mean, I'm just too young for those 
shows! The actors have to take off their, ah, oh, skip it already! 

| have almost all of the JURASSIC PARK comic books. I'm 
still waiting for RAPTORS ATTACK #4 to come in. The comic 
books are awesome! | heard that another series called 
RAPTOR:CONTACT is coming out soon. Is that true? One 


more thing. How do Grant and Ellie tell Alf and Betty apart? 
I'm having an impossible time trying to figure out who's who. 
Please respond to my letter even if it’s not printed. Thank 
Ou. 
i Tiffany Tomei 
1350 7th Ave. 
Honolulu, HI 96816-2646 


Hi, Tiffany, let us begin by saying that it’s just great 
to get a letter from one of our female readers. Always 
a pleasure! (Why don’t some of the rest of you drop us 
aline 2222) We're also really happy that you like 
JURASSIC PARK comics. As for the cooking and 
sewing, everyone is different, and you don’t have to like 
what the rest of the world likes. Be yourself, okay? 

If you look closely, you can tell the Raptors apart by 
how they act. Like all animals, they have their own 
personalities. And we're sure you know by now that 
RAPTOR:CONTACT was changed to RAPTOR: 
HIJACK. How do you like it? 


Dear Topps Staff: 

Hello! My name is Nicole Dubuc. I'm 16 and have dinosaur 
(and lan Macolm) fever in a big way. In fact, I have for three 
years now, ever since | got my copy of “Jurassic Park” in 
paperback. The movie was great (hey, it was Steven Speilberg) 
but | had an insatiable craving for well, more. | mean, the 
helicopter goes into the distance, and...well, that’s where you 
guys come in. | don’t think | can possibly thank you enough for 


extending this wonderful story (and for bringing Robert 
Muldoon back to life) so | can relive the greatness of reading 
about people I've gotten to know well, even if they're 
characters. 

| used to work at Universal Studios on “Major Dad” as the 
middle girl, Robin, and snuck onto the stages of “Jurassic Park” 
while it was being filmed. Met a lot of people that way (got in 
some trouble) and the excitement about the film for me just 
grew. 

BIG big congrats to Englehart, Truog, and Fricke...l thought | 
was the only one who noticed Jeff Goldblum did that pointing 
thing with his finger...suffice it to say, these comic books are 
truly an achievement that every "Jurassic Park” fan should have, 
and trust me, | know what's on the market (so does my check 
book) and if | ever pursue my paleontology dream, I'll name the 
first tyrannosaurid I find “Truengfrioglehartke” just for you 
great guys! 

Don't kill off lan Malcolm, O.K.? 

Nicole Dubuc 
(Address Withheld by Request) 
Huntington Beach, CA 


Drawing by Nicole Dubuc 


Wow, another female reader! Our wishes have 
already been granted we see!!! Thanks for the 
comments, Nicole, and thanks for the drawings too. 
When you do become a paleontologist you'll be able to 
make great drawings of all your finds, we guess! 


Dear Editor, 
1am writing to say how much I love the continuation of 

“Jurassic Park.” | loved the movie and your comics too. The 
mini-series is a great idea. You should keep on writing the 
series and making the cards. | have to say that your 
backgrounds are the best. | have one problem, | live in Tampa, 
Florida and | can’t find any place where they sell the Jurassic 
Park mini-series. | picked four up at a flea-market | went to 
and they only had four! Before then | never heard of them and 
the place where | got them was 12 miles away. So can you see 
if there are any places in Tampa, Florida where they sell your 
comics? 

Thomas Terpening Il 

205 South Clark Ave. 

Tampa, Fl 33609 


Our best advice to you Thomas is to look in the 
phone book, locate local comic book stores and call 
them. If they don’t sell Topps JURASSIC PARK comics, 
then ask them if they can start ordering them! Good 
luck! 


Dear Topps Staff (again), 
It’s me, Nolan Fernandez again. I've been enjoying RAPTOR 


Topps Comics, 254 36th St.; Brooklyn, NY 11232. 


Be sure to pick up Satan's Six: Hellspawn by Len Kaminski, Scott Benson, John Cleary and Steve Montano-and 
read the Lamarcus back-up as well!! Also, write us! Send your Jurassic Park letters to: Raptor Renderings; 


and the other JURASSIC PARK comics. The continuation from 
the movie onto RAPTOR and RAPTORS ATTACK is great. | 
think bringing Muldoon back was a real surprise, although | 
knew from “Advance Comics.” I'm awaiting RAPTOR: HIJACK. 
I know that epic is soon to begin. | also want to get JURASSIC 
PARK ADVENTURES, the reprint book. I’m also finally going to 
get my hand on the JURASSIC PARK trade paperback. Thank 
goodness! My father was quite impressed with my letter being 
published in RAPTORS ATTACK #3, | said GREAT! when | 
found out. My comic book store owner showed everybody 
and kept a copy for himself after displaying it. He's a nice dude. 
I now have I sets of Topps cards: I-gold, 4-series one, and 6 
sets of two, oh, of course, sets from the JURASSIC PARK 
MOVIE adaptation comics, and RAPTORS card set. | have 5 of 
each issue of RAPTOR, and three of each RAPTORS ATTACK 
except issue #3. | have 5 of that issue. And I’m still looking for 
more copies. | loved the cover of RAPTORS ATTACK #3 too! 
After RAPTOR: HIJACK is there going to be a series III? Naw, 
I'm dreaming...'ve written a story about Jurassic Park Part Two. 
It's pretty neat. Someday I'll show you all...So what about that 
convention? Please more info? Thanks, you guys, for 
publishing my name in RAPTORS ATTACK #3. It really added 
to my collection. Oh, if you'd like | could send you a picture of 
my J.P collection. It’s really big and cool... could send some 
drawings too. Just say so! | feel like a radical raptor 
rendezvous! Keep your cool comics coming ! 

Nolan Fernandez 

31 Packendam Ave. 

Chalmette, Louisiana 


Hi again, Nolan. Good to hear from you! Man, your 
collection just keeps growing. Yes, there will be 
another series after RAPTOR: HIJACK. We just don’t 
know what we're going to call it yet. And, as there’s 
another Jurassic Park movie in the works, we’ll 
probably have more card sets too...we hope. And, 
check with your local comic shop for conventions in 
your area. Keep reading and writing! 

And that goes for all of you! See ya in thirty! 
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Edition has notified, His name is Jef Webb, and here's 
what eff had to say: 
Dear Topps Company, 
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